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Stewardship Ministry Update 
Personal Perspectives from the Chair 

 
When I enthusiastically accepted the invitation from Fr. Allan to be the chairperson of 
the Stewardship Ministry, I couldn’t have known what lay ahead.  My first action after ac-
cepting was to investigate what a Stewardship Ministry actually had as its responsibilities.  
I know…I should have done the research before accepting!  However, the more I found 
out the more interested I became and saw a way to contribute.   
Perspective:  I have received more from St. Paul’s than I can ever return. 
 
We are blessed with a great team and have received consistent support from Allan and the 
Vestry as we formed our team, established our mission and began the journey.   Many 
thanks to Bill Bennett, Rod McLenon,  Nancy Smith and Fr. Allan!  And a big thanks to 
the Vestry! 
Perspective:  A committed team of faith driven congregants with God’s help can get a lot done and 
have fun doing it.   
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Of course, the first year was complicated by the pandemic and all its restrictions.  And the 
first pledge campaign we conducted did not achieve the level of gifts we had grown accus-
tomed to receiving.  Rather than consider that a failure, we chose to focus on the learning 
that resulted.   
Perspective:  We must recognize what we can control and impact; and leave the rest to God. 
 
We attended the Project Resource training last spring, learned a bunch, and gained valua-
ble insights.   
Perspective:  We as a parish are not alone in our struggles and difficulties; and there are plentiful 
resources ready to offer help and insights with grace, love and understanding. 
 
I learned that our position on stewardship as a year-round stewarding of God’s abundance 
was the right perspective.  We must use that abundance generously to care for those en-
trusted to us by God.  Just as importantly, I learned to embrace fund-raising as a ministry 
and that it is foundational to the ministries in support of accomplishing the mission of 
the church.   
Perspective:  Stewarding God’s abundance is ongoing and has no season.   
 
Along the way I was introduced to the thoughts of Scott Cormode in his book titled “The 
Innovative Church” which addresses the application of the unchanging Gospel in an ever-
changing world to make spiritual sense of our longings and losses.  We do the “planting 
and watering”…God provides the harvest.   At the fractured founding of the church in 
Corinth, “Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase” (1 Corinthians 3:6) 
Perspective:  Our ministries are important for creating an environment conducive for spiritual 
growth but they are not decisive.  God does the decisive work.  
 
(Cormode, Scott, “The Innovative Church: How Leaders and Their Congregations Can Adapt in 
an Ever-Changing World, 2020)  
 
The Vestry is using Cormode’s book as a reference as we discern God’s will for St. Paul’s 
and seek God’s grace and strength in doing his will.  The parish has a variety of challeng-
es and priorities for serving our congregation’s needs and the Vestry is working to ad-
dress them.  
Perspective:  The Vestry is a group of faith-based lay leaders supported by clergy that is effectively 
taking on the significant challenge that our parish faces as we recover and find our way through the 
pandemic’s lasting effects. 
 



So, what is this “faith” that we as Christians refer to and rely on?   “Faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)  I must say that 
my faith has grown in ways I could not have predicted.  My experiences as chairperson of 
the Stewardship Ministry, a member of the Vestry, participation in Adult Faith For-
mation and the loving kindness and support of the faithful group at Morning Prayer 
have nourished the development of my faith and my relationship with God.  The minis-
try leaders have demonstrated their faith in finding innovative and creative ways to con-
tinue to do God’s will in their respective ministries.  I have faith that St. Paul’s will recov-
er to be what is needed for us congregants and those entrusted to us by God for their 
care.   
Perspective:  St. Paul’s has as its foundation a loving and caring congregation seeking to do God’s 
will. 
 
I hope you will find it in your heart to share your talents, your time and your financial 
resources in support of St. Paul’s mission.  I have faith you will. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Hank 

NEEDED – NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
 

     Do you miss cuddling babies and toddlers?  
Are your children (or grandchildren) now past 
that stage?  Then considered volunteering in 
the nursery.  And the good part is you can give 
them back. 
     We are looking for some volunteers to 
help in the nursery.  We are trying to hire 
paid nursery workers, but are having a hard 
time.  So far, we have one.  We need two 
nursery workers at all times. We may start out 
with one paid nursery worker and one volun-
teer.  Once we have two nursery workers, we 
will still need volunteers to help out in case  

 
 

one of the nursery workers are sick.  The ide-
al would be 3 paid nursery workers and 8-10 
volunteers.  Nursery will start up once we are 
closer to the ideal staffing and Sunday School 
has started in person (once Covid numbers 
are down). 
     If you are interested in helping, please 
contac t  e i ther  Renee  Parkhurs t 
(drparkhurst@gmail.com) or the office 
(reception@stpaulsLakewood.org). 
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For everything there is a season 
 and a time  

  for every matter under heaven:  
 a time to be born and a time to die;  
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up  
  what is planted;  
 a time to kill, and a time to heal;  
 a time to break down, and a time  
  to build up;  
 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;  
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
 a time to cast stones, and a time  
  to gather stones;  
 a time to embrace, and a time  
  to refrain from embracing;  
 a time to seek, and a time to lose;  
 a time to keep, and a time to cast  
  away;  
 a time to rend, and a time to sew;  
 a time to keep silence, and a time  
  to speak;  
 a time to love and a time to hate;  
 a time for war, and a time for peace.  
 

Verses 1-8  
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DEOH� FRQGLWLRQ� DQG� KDYH� DOO� WKHLU� QHFHV�
VDU\� SDUWV��  :H� ORYH� FKLOGUHQpV� FORWKLQJ��
JHQWO\� XVHG� WR\V� DQG� VWXIIHG� DQL�
PDOV�� -HZHOU\�LV�D�IDYRULWH�LWHP�DV�ZHOO�DV�
GHFRUDWLYH� SLHFHV� DQG� KROLGD\� GHFRUD�
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WKDW� ZH� FDQ� QR� ORQJHU� WDNH� IXUQLWXUH� RU�
ODUJH�RXWGRRU�WRROV�VXFK�DV�ODZQ�PRZHUV�
DQG�VQRZ�EORZHUV�� +RZHYHU�� KDQG�KHOG�
JDUGHQ� WRROV� VHW� VRPH� IRONV� KHDUWV� DOO� D�
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6DOH� VHW� XS�ZLOO� UXQ� IURP�2FWREHU� ��-���
IURP��-������� 3URFHHGV�IURP�WKH�*DUDJH�
6DOH� ZLOO� KHOS� VXSSRUW� FKXUFK� SURJUDPV�
VXSSRUWLQJ� ZRPHQ�� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� IDPL�
OLHV�   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We decided an in-person Sunday School 
would just add stress to an already stressed 
situation for parents, so we started Sunday 
School on Zoom.  We are sending leaflets to 
all the kids we think are interested.  If your 
child has not gotten a package of leaflets in 
the mail, please contact Renee Parkhurst or 
the office.  We are planning on in-person 
Sunday School once Covid numbers are low-
er or kids are able to be vaccinated. 
     We are planning on doing something for 
the kids at the Christmas Eve service.  It will 
be sort of a video / in-person hybrid. If your 
child is not part of Sunday School and you 
want them to be in the video/play, please 
contact the office or Renee Parkhurst.  
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It's Baking Season! 
 

As cooler temperatures arrive, it's an in-
viting time to be in the kitchen once 
again. The Episcopal Church Women 
offer opportunities to exercise your bak-
ing prowess while contributing to the 
mission to benefit St. Paul's women, chil-
dren and families. 
 
 
1st Sunday Abundant Gifts 
Mini-Bake Sales 
 

The first Sunday of each month, we are 
holding a mini-bake sale between ser-
vices. Offered for a donation of your 
choice will be delicious baked goods, 
wrapped and ready to take home with 
you. The donations are earmarked for 
our church nursery. There are many up-
dates and repairs needed to make this 
space safe and pleasing to our youngest 
members and their caregivers. 
 

Willing bakers are needed to make this 
new venture a success. Please consider 
bringing wrapped home baked contribu-
tion with you when attending church on 
the 1st Sundays.  
 

We would also love your help "manning" 
the sales table.  If you would like to help 
the fun endeavor please ask at the table 
on Sunday. 
 

(Rest assured, donuts will still be available to 
consume with your coffee as you greet one an-
other!) 
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Garage Sale Bake Sale – October 16 
 

In conjunction with the Annual Garage Sale, Saturday, October 16, the ECW Bake Sale 
will be in full swing. This is a popular event with many stopping in from the neighbor-
hood to purchase favorite baked items, jams and sauces. The women of the parish will 
receive a phone reminder to please bring home-baked items for this main fund raiser. The 
proceeds this year will be distributed through grants to women and ministries within the 
parish that will benefit women, children and families. More information about the grants 
and how to submit an application will follow later. Your wrapped and labeled food contri-
butions may be delivered Friday or first thing Saturday morning.  
 
Bake Sale Booth at the Holiday Bazaar – November 19 and 20th. 
 

The ECW will again host a baked goods booth at the Holiday Bazaar, which returns to St. 
Paul's this year. This is a two-day event that draws many visitors from the area shopping 
for creative handmade items. It is very difficult for those visitors to pass by the ECW 
booth without picking up something delicious to take home or to give as gifts.  We are 
known for providing wonderful goodies to purchase. 
 
Because this is a two-day event, many contributions of baked goods are needed. Please 
bring yours to the church either day. The proceeds from the Bazaar booth will also be 
used to benefit women, children  and families of the parish. 
 
 



 

Advent: 
 

Waiting  in 

Hope 
 
 

ECW Advent Event – Saturday, December 4th 

 

Special guest, The Rev. Debra Angell 
 

The Episcopal Church Women Board invites you to a morning gathering, marking the beginning 
of the  Advent Season, Saturday, December 4.. Our very own, Rev. Debra Angell will present the 
program. A light breakfast will be served at 8:30 with the program beginning at 9:30 to 12:00.   
 
“ADVENT: Hope for our New Year.” Advent is a season of preparation. We prepare to celebrate 
the birth of the Christ Child. We prepare for the second coming of Christ. 
 

If in your heart you make a manger for his birth,  
then God will once again become a child on earth. 

Angelus Silesius 
 

Debra will explore with us the question “How do we prepare to experience the coming of Christ” 
 
The previous Episcopal Church Women gathering held September 12 with the theme 
“Reflections on an Extraordinary Year” was attended by twenty-four women who were delighted 
to come together after such a long time of separation due to the pandemic. As discussion groups 
shared experiences and their histories there were many smiles and much laughter in the room. 
Thank you to those who joined us! We look forward to being together once again for the Advent 
program, December 4th. 
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