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     It was pretty incredible to see folks in church in the flesh on Pentecost. I know Pentecost is supposed 
to be all about the Spirit, but bodily presence - your bodily presence - in our worship space is a powerful 
force for witness to what that Spirit is actually doing in our lives.  
     We spend a lot of time in witness whether we know it or not. Where we spend our time and how we 
spend it has always been an indication of our spiritual priorities. We’ve all known that. But the last year 
has exposed a real spiritual dilemma. That is, what do we do when our deepest spiritual practices and 
connections are blocked? How do we respond then? What will we do in place of going to church or vol-
unteering at a community meal, or whatever other thing our hearts feel called to? The answers, as we’ve 
seen, do not come so readily as we would like. 
     There is always a reason to choose something different than what is most important to our deepest 
convictions. The pandemic was/is real and scary and we cannot just go along with a business as usual 
approach – even to our spirituality. It’s nice to be getting back to worship in person, but we are still a 
spiritual people who have to make decisions about our time and our gifts. The decisions we make are 
tied to how we view ourselves as spiritual people. And the defining question may be, “Am I defined by 
notions and fears of scarcity, or is my approach to life informed by my understanding of myself as a re-
cipient of God’s abundance? 
     In the early, frantic days of the pandemic and isolation, I was defined almost solely by fears of scarci-
ty. No people in church. Facebook and YouTube felt like a poor substitute for communal worship. 
Preaching was stilted and uncomfortable. No communion. No singing. The mantra of “no this and no 
that” seemed to be defining my life.  
     We all have days when we fall into stories of scarcity. We become the main characters in a movie 
about unmet needs set in a barren landscape. Those days are not the days to get down on ourselves for 
not being grateful enough. They are the days to slow down and take notice of how assuming the role of 



In place of the weekly donations for the Action 
Center we are accepting donations for our bi-
weekly food distribution.  On the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays St. Paul’s is a Food Bank of the 
Rockies Mobile Pantry.  The FBR brings a semi-
truck to our parking lot early in the morning and 
we unload it, organize the food and hand it out.   
To supplement this and for people who can’t 
make it in the morning we also have food distri-
bution on 2nd and 4th Wednesday afternoons.  
For this we get some food from FBR and some 
from Benefits and Action.  We have been adding 
to these two sources with donations we get from 
the congregation.  Please leave your donations in 
the cooler in front of the church from 3:00 until 

4:30 on the days of food distribution.   
Here are the donations needed for June and July: 
 

    June 9: desserts (must be packaged desserts,  
       sorry, no home-made) 
    June 23: Breakfast bags (a complete breakfast  
       including milk and juice) 
    July 14: Salad kit and rolls (preferrable salad  
      kits with dressing) 
    July 28: Kid favorites (hot dogs or hamburgers, 
       buns, potato salad or coleslaw and chips) 
 
 
 
 
 

victims of scarcity can undermine our own spiritual well-being. (Just for the record, there are times of 
real scarcity and sometimes unmet needs become dangerous to our health. But I’m not talking about 
that).  
     I am not sure that it is possible to go through life without ever feeling like a victim of scarcity, but I 
do know that spiritual practice is a way to keep from allowing stories and fears of scarcity to define who 
we are. A daily practice of prayer and a moment by moment practice of noticing blessings and beauty 
have always been the best ways to remain a student a God’s abundance.  This is an important commit-
ment for us as a people. And staying in touch with abundance as a reality to build our lives on is key to 
our health as a community and the vibrance of our outreach efforts. If we do not think our individual 
attitudes about abundance and scarcity matter, then we need to reconsider how important each of is to 
the work and witness of our parish.  
     Scarcity is a dark story that does not allow space for hope or growth. The problem is that stories of 
scarcity are easier to tell because they seem to rise to the surface. Noticing and witnessing to abundance 
takes practice and a has to become an intentional part of our lives so that it does not get lost – so that 
WE do not get lost.  
     As we are rebuilding on our bodily presence in worship, now is the perfect time to begin to reclaim 
and to reshape our lives in terms of God’s abundance and all the blessings God has given us. That re-
claiming and reshaping might be the most important work of spiritual growth we take on for the foreseeable 
future. In fact, our future may depend on it. The future of St. Paul’s and our mission and ministry are based on 
God’s abundance. As long as we have breath in us, that needs to be the only story we tell. 
 

In peace.  
allan+ 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION DONATIONS NEEDED 
ON 2ND AND 4TH WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS 



 
 
 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL –  
 

Sunday School is off for the summer.  Renee will be 
mailing out summer activity packets sometime in 
June. If your kids did not get the packet for Easter, 
then you are not our list.  If your child(ren) would 
like to be included, please email both St. Paul’s of-
fice: 
(reception@stpaulslakewood.org) and 
(sundayschool@stpaulslakewood.org).   
We will start up again this fall.  Its starting to look 
like we can resume meeting in the church basement.  
More to follow.  
 
 
 
 

From the Senior Warden... 
The hope of Easter has arrived!   I don’t know about 
you but the blue skies, green graze, blooming flowers 
all have a deeper and more reverent meaning for me 
this year.  It has been a long 14 months and the joy of 
new life is almost overwhelming!  If only I had a great 
voice, I would break out in song like Julie Andrews in 
the Sound of Music singing “The Hills are Alive”.  
Coming out of a year that felt heavy on all our hearts 
and souls, this spring is more special than ever.  Did 
our God postpone our spring this year so it would 
coincide with the opening back up of our “normal” 
world?  I have to wonder….. 
 

It is an exciting time for St. Paul’s.  We are back to in-
person worship.  Our Bishop, Kym, just released new 
guidelines for the Colorado Diocese.  Our vocalists, if 
fully vaccinated, can sing without a mask if they have 
10 feet between them and the congregation!  Our 
sanctuary looks different with video and audio stream-
ing equipment.  That represents the flexibility and the 
hard work of our Rector, Allan, the musicians, and all 
of you as we continued to worship as a community 
from our own homes.   
 

The Vestry is working through decisions on opening 
other areas of the church to those organizations who 
love and appreciate the use of our building.  It is so 

important for those 12 Step Groups to meet in per-
son.  I can only imagine how hard isolation has been 
on those recovering from substance and alcohol 
abuse.   The strong support of one another is the key 
to success in those situations. 
 

The Vestry has started work on updating our bylaws.  
Some of the language is outdated and St. Paul’s has 
changed a bit since the last revision.  Thanks to Da-
vid Ebner for chairing this committee.  The pro-
posed changes will be brought to the congregation 
for approval when the work is complete.  It’s a very 
thoughtful and slow process so please be patient.   
 

Youth Works returns this summer and will be filling 
our building with young people.  Beginning in early 
June through the end of July, we will have 60 or so 
teens sleeping and eating in our building.  
 

It is exciting to get back to work – and to be able to 
see our friends once again in person!  We are coming 
alive again!  Praise God! 
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We are going to start meeting up in the parish hall beginning the third Sunday in 
June.  We meet the third Sunday of the month from 12:30 to 3:30. It’s advised that we 
don’t have any potlucks just yet.  So, on June 21 and July 19 feel free to bring your 
own lunch and we will meet up in the parish hall.  We will provide drinks.  If you are 
not on our mailing list and would like to be or would just like more information, 
please contact the office (reception@stpaulslakewood.org) and they will pass your 
name on.   



Stewardship Ministry Update 
 

Why Stewardship Ministry and who do we serve? 
The mission of the Stewardship Ministry at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is to discern, develop and im-
plement a Stewardship Formation that spiritually moves the congregation to understand, support and 
celebrate the use of our parish resources to accomplish our church mission.   The church’s mission, in a 
sense, is to “care for the people entrusted to us by God.” (1)  We do that at St. Paul’s by living out the 
love of God as seen in Jesus Christ.  Moreover, we are affording those people entrusted to us by God a 
way for spiritual growth as they seek redemption through Jesus Christ and reconciliation with God and 
each other.   
 
What is Stewardship? 
Broadly speaking, stewardship is the “utilizing and managing the resources that God provides for the 
glory of God and the betterment of His creation.”(2)  Those resources include our time, our skills and 
talents as well as our financial resources that we contribute to do God’s work and give back some por-
tion of the gifts God has given us.   
 
Your gifts at work! 
This past year has been a significant challenge for all who are engaged in the various ministries as St. 
Paul’s.  We must thank the leaders of each of the ministries and the volunteers recognizing the initiative 
and creativity they demonstrated in continuing to serve people in need.   
 

The Feeding Ministry adjusted to the pandemic restrictions on gathering for meals by partnering with 
the Food Bank of Colorado and Benefits In Action to distribute food to those in need.  As a result, the 
ministry provided nutritious food for thousands of people in our community throughout the year.  The 
Youth Faith Formation has continued to provide a Christian education opportunity by converting its 
gatherings to an online format and many young people have benefited during a stressful time for them 
and their families.  The Pastoral Care Ministry has continued to provide comfort and care to those in 
need even though many times it depended on phone calls and meetings online in place of in-person 
contact.  The Outreach Ministry has distributed funds to ministries and causes outside the church that 
were previously benefitting from our plate offerings  These are but a few examples of how your contribu-
tions have ensured St. Paul’s continued to accomplish its mission.  Thank you! 

FRQWLQXHG�RQ�QH[W�SDJH 

Financial overview 
In terms of stewarding the financial resources of the church, it has been no less difficult over the last 
year.  Our Pledge Drive last Fall yielded significantly less than previous years.  The interim budget for 
the first half of the year was shared at the parish meeting early in the year.  The income we would have 
gotten from organizations that use our church for meetings and training sessions did not occur.  On the 
positive side, we were able to obtain a Payroll Protection Plan forgivable loan that helped offset some of 
the shortfall in gifts and other income.  Unfortunately, we have not been able to fill vacancies in im-
portant parish roles due to scarce resources.  The Vestry, with excellent guidance from the Finance 
Committee, has been quite diligent in monitoring the income and expenses of a reduced budget the 
first half of the year. With the lessening of COVID19-related restrictions we are looking forward to re-
gaining some of the income from use of our building in the second half of the year.   
 



Stewardship Ministry Activities 
The Stewardship Ministry has been participating in Spring Stewardship Training Sunday afternoons 
over a six-week period from April 18th-May 23rd.  The emphasis of that training has been fund-raising as a 
ministry and while we may feel a little reluctant to talk money, your gifts make it possible to continue 
the worship, the ministries and the facility use that is so important to all the people entrusted to our 
care.  We cannot thank you enough for sharing God’s gifts with others in need. 
 

The Stewardship Ministry has defined its plan and goals for the year as part of the training mentioned 
above.  We will continue to communicate in the Weekly Newsletter with scripture, inspirational thought 
and updates on our activities through the rest of the year.  As always, we appreciate your input.   
 
Questions and Suggestions 
Please contact Hank Head at (317) 750-1041 or hwhead@gmail.com if you have questions or suggestions. 
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The Stewardship Ministry Needs You! 
 

     If you are coming out of the last year with a desire to do something significant to help St. Paul’s grow 
as a church and better serve the community through the stewarding of God’s bounty in service to oth-
ers, the Stewardship Ministry is that opportunity. 
     St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is poised to emerge from the last year of pandemic difficulties as a 
church that is stronger in its collective faith and re-energized in accomplishing its mission to care for the 
people entrusted to us by God.  The ministries have found innovative ways to serve those people that 
few would have imagined previously.   
     The Stewardship Ministry has engaged in training over the last six weeks that will strengthen our 
ability to steward the bounty God has graced us with. We would like you to join us!   There is a wonder-
ful opportunity for you to participate in this ministry to steward our collective time, talent and treasure 
to grow St. Paul’s capability to improve the human condition of those in our church community. 
     A member of the Stewardship Ministry is a person who is spiritually motivated and lives out steward-
ship in their life.  We are comfortable talking about stewardship with others and can tie together the 
concepts of time, talent and treasure.  We definitely need members who have skills in communication, 
project management or fund-raising. 
     If you are interested in more information about this calling to serve, please contact Hank Head at 
(317) 750-1041 or hwhead@gmail.com.   
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WEEKLY ONLINE SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

SUNDAYS    8:00 a.m. Holy Communion 
 10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 
MONDAYS   8:30 p.m. Online Compline 
TUESDAY   8:30 a.m. Online Morning Prayer 
WEDNESDAYS   8:30 p.m. Online Compline 
THURSDAYS   8:30 a.m. Online Morning Prayer 
FRIDAYS   8:30 p.m. Online Compline 
SATURDAYS   6:00 p.m. Nishma/Holy Communion 
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