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We’ve been doing this pandemic thing for nearly nine months now and nobody I know 
has adapted seamlessly or at all, and if there are those who have transitioned beautifully 
without some serious discomfort, then, God bless you. I was thinking about this the other 
day: Why is it that I can’t seem to get my head around my community? It was only after 
one of our in-person communion services that it came to me. What I realized is that I 
have always relied quite heavily on the short exchanges with all of you as you left worship. 
It doesn’t take much by way of exchange to get a sense of how someone is doing.  
 

Call it pastoral Spidey Sense or some unspoken, spiritual communication, but I get way 
more information from even the simplest and briefest in person exchanges than I 
thought. I know this because, before the pandemic, if I wondered how so-and-so was do-
ing, my exchange with them told me something like, “Oh, they seem fine,” or a curious 
“Something is going on,” or “That person obviously needs some pastoral care.” You could 
say that nowadays we are all flying blind most of the time. Of course, as I said, I can as-
sume that everybody is having at lease some difficultly right now, and, realistically speak-
ing, most people continue to struggle.  
 

So, here’s an honest and obvious confession: I miss those personal exchanges. I miss the 
information I got from them. I miss seeing how folks are doing each week. In short, I miss 
church as we once knew it.  
 

All that said, I am hopeful and optimistic that we will be back in our building to worship 
in the future. I don’t believe the church doomsayers who predict that the church is done. 
They have been saying that for millennia. I actually believe that we will be stronger when 
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we live through this brief – very brief – time of distancing and will come out of it with bet-
ter skills for ministry and a renewed commitment to the mission work of the church and 
our place in it. Until then, we have to rely on the faith we have soaked up in all those 
years of worship, service, care, and fellowship. Surely all that faith experience has a shelf-
life that extends beyond those canned tomatoes in your cabinet.  
 

They say absence makes the heart grow fonder. Well, yes. Well, maybe. Well, it can also 
make the heart sad. But sadness and suffering have always been addressed by the Gospel, 
most especially in the fourteenth chapter of John. It’s a scripture you have no doubt heard 
at a funeral. Jesus says, “Do not let your heart be troubled.” We associate that verse with 
comforting words for those who have lost a loved one. We have internalized them as 
words associated with death and loss. Jesus is talking to his saddened apostles whom he 
has just told that he will die and leave this world.  
 

But there is more. Jesus tells them that they know where he is going, to which Thomas 
responds, “No, actually, we don’t.” Then Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
light.” (That’s another piece of scripture you probably know very well and I hope you will 
take to heart.) Then a little further into Jesus’ address to his sad disciples, he leaves them 
with something they had forgotten. I commend to your reading the fourteenth chapter of 
John’s gospel, but allow me to paraphrase. As Jesus is preparing to move on from here, he 
gives some last instructions. “Believe in me and keep my commandments.” “I will not 
leave your orphaned.” And, “My Peace I leave with you.” 
 

Jesus never let sadness get in the way of hope. He didn’t leave his disciples unprepared, 
without instructions, or without help. (Go read it!) He was careful with those who would 
continue the work of witnessing to God’s love. He cautioned them against their deter-
mined nostalgia. He pointed them forward, beyond the present moment. He told them 
not to be frightened. He said that no matter how dark the world seems, it has no power 
over Him. He said, I’m not so much as leaving you, “I am coming to you.”  
 

I know you are having a hard time. You are yearning for church and the comfort of our 
community, however imperfect it is. You have worries that our church – or The Church – 
will not survive. And. Jesus knows your troubles and your fears. He is fully aware of how 
absence can make the heart grow sadder. Jesus knows all of that. And, yet, his words are as 
real to us as they were to his disciples, in so many words, You are disciples and disciples 
are always moving forward. The journey is not over. It is just beginning. 
 
“Rise, let us be on way.” 
 
In peace and with faith,  
allan+ 
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FOR THE HARVEST 
 

Most gracious God, by whose knowledge 
the depths are broken up and the clouds 
drop down the dew: We yield you hearty 
thanks and praise for the return of seed 
time and harvest, for the increase of the 
ground and the gathering of its fruits, 
and for all other blessings of your merci-
ful providence bestowed upon this na-
tion and people. And, we pray, give us a 
just sense of these great mercies, such as 
may appear in our lives by a humble, ho-
ly and obedient walking before you all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Ghost 
be all glory and honor, world without 
end. Amen  
 

—Borrowed from Forward Day By Day  
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“Loving Our Neighbors” is the central 
theme for St. Paul’s pledge drive this year.  
The Stewardship Ministry would like to 
share a few thoughts about what that 
means to our congregation as we connect 
the theme to the St. Paul’s mission and 
how the ministries align with that theme. 
 
The following are excerpts from What 
Does it Mean to Love Your Neighbor as 
Yourself as published in crosswalk.com by 
D a n i e l l e  B e r n o c k .  h t t p s : / /
www.crosswalk.com/  We encourage you 
to go to the website to experience the full 
measure of the ways we can love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. 
 
Loving your neighbor as yourself is found 
eight times in the Bible. Not once. Not 
twice. Eight times. Loving your neighbor 
as yourself is so important to God that He 
not only repeats Himself, He makes it a 
command. Jesus coupled the command to 
love your neighbor as yourself with loving 
God with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. But loving your neighbor as your-
self isn’t always easy. We have to do it on 
purpose, be intentional about it. This is 
the essence of our church ministries. 
 
There are so many ways to find meaning 
in the command to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. While you will find a much 

more extensive list of ways to love your 
neighbor as yourself in the article refer-
enced above, here are a few that are di-
rectly reflected in our ministries.  
 
1. Loving your neighbor means acting 

with compassion. 
 

When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neigh-
bor?” He responded with a story: the 
Good Samaritan. Even those who have no 
love for God see the value of the story. 
What is the bottom line of this story? 
Who did Jesus say was being a neighbor? 
The one who had compassion. Loving 
your neighbor as yourself is being moved 
to help to the full extent of your ability.  
Our outreach ministry and our food min-
istry are compassionate acts to help those 
in need.  
 
2. Loving your neighbor means looking 

out for their well-being. 
 

To look out for them is to pay attention. 
You notice if they need something and 
then you help. We at St. Paul’s are con-
nected to local schools and the communi-
ty; seeking to understand their needs and 
how to contribute to their well-being. 
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Loving Our Neighbors  
 
 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength. The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 
there is no commandment greater than these." Mark 12:30-31 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Loving Our Neighbors cont. 
 

3. Loving your neighbor means serving 
them. 

 

Serving from the heart is kindness in ac-
tion. Kindness is one of the attributes of 
love listed in 1 Corinthians 13. The fun-
ny thing about kindness, though, is you 
can do acts of kindness without kindness 
residing in your heart. If the kind thing is 
done out of duty then it isn’t love. For 
you to love your neighbor as yourself, 
you’ll have a heart to serve them.  Living 
out the love of God as seen in Jesus 
Christ is our mission and we realize that 
mission in serving our neighbors in the 
community. 
 
4. Loving your neighbor means sharing in 

their joys and sorrows. 
 

Celebrating can be difficult for us at 
times, especially if our neighbor is getting 
something we have longed for. For exam-
ple, a new job, a raise, or a pregnancy. 
Celebrating with them in spite of our 
own pain is a strong show of love. Like-
wise, mourning with our neighbor can be 
hard if we don’t know what to say, or 
have recently lost something or someone 
ourselves. Loving your neighbor as your-
self is showing up and being there with 
your heart open, allowing them to be 
what they are and support them.  Our 
outreach ministry and pastoral care are 
examples of this expression of loving our 
neighbors. 

 
 

St. Paul’s Holiday Bazaar 
 

The 2020 Holiday Bazaar has 

been cancelled. 

We’ll see everyone in 2021. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WEEKLY SERVICE 
SCHEDULE 

 
SUNDAYS   
 

10:00 a.m. Online Morning Prayer 
11:30 a.m. Out-door Communion 
 

MONDAYS 
  8:30 p.m. Online Compline 
 

TUESDAYS 
10:00 a.m. Online Morning Prayer 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
  8:30 p.m. Online Compline 
 

THURSDAYS 
10:00 a.m. Online Morning Prayer 
 

FRIDAYS 
  8:30 p.m. Online Compline 
 

SATURDAYS 
  6:00 p.m. Online Nishma 
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